
 

 

 

 

Typical things a student in Year 5 or 6 demonstrates  

They write a narrative with a distinguishable storyline, including some events that relate to the resolution. 

Character emerges through actions and interactions. They use descriptive and precise language and they 

control many of the conventions of writing. 

 

Students will start to: 

 Write a narrative with a distinguishable storyline, including some events that relate to the resolution. 

 Develop  the setting by revealing rather than directly describing.  

 Develop the characters through actions, dialogue, appearance and relationships.  

 Uses descriptive and precise language as well as dependent clauses. 

 Uses cohesive devices such as simple conjunctions and connectives, noun-pronoun referencing and 

word groups. Use connectives such as later, suddenly, meanwhile.  

 Use paragraphing to enhance story-telling by indicating changes in time and events. 

 Uses simple, compound and complex sentences.  

 Use correct punctuation. 

 Uses some other punctuation including apostrophes for contractions, speech marks, and commas.  

 Provide imaginative or reflective elements (humour, drama, suspense, sympathy). 

 Adjust writing to account for audience, purpose and context. 

 Use details to reveal uniqueness of character and/or setting; and relationships between characters. 

 Use  to imply character and/or setting. 

 Maintain tense within a sentence. 

 Structure paragraphs to enhance story. 

 



 

 

 

 

Typical things a student in Year 3 or 4 demonstrates  

 

Students will start to: 

 Writes a story with a beginning, complication and attempts an ending. 

 Help the reader to understand what happened and how it happened.  

 Order events to lead to the resolution and develop the resolution itself. 

 Use the complication to drive the story.  

 There is a stronger sense of character and there may be some elaboration through descriptions and 

actions. This may include naming an emotion or giving a little more detail about an action. 

 Setting may be named or suggested. 

 Uses simple or common words that describe people, places or things and may use some descriptive 

or more precise words. 

 There may be some attempt to vary the length of sentences.  

 Some common words are spelled correctly. 

 Use simple connections and conjunctions to help the flow of the story. 

 Write simple, compound and complex sentences. 

 Use necessary or relevant punctuation. 



 

 

 

 

Typical things a student in Year 1 or 2 demonstrates (210 - 250): 

 

Students will start to: 

 Uses simple narrative markers such as a title and  beginning. 

 Writes a story with a beginning and a complication. 

 Structure events so they lead to the resolution. 

 Help the reader to understand what happened and how it happened. 

 Provide simple details about characters (how they look, act, feel, their relationships) and setting 

(time, place, weather). 

 Select details so that they are relevant to the story. 

 Uses simple or common words that represent people, places or things and may use some descriptive 

or more precise words. 

 Use some correct sentence level punctuation. 

 Story may start with a capital letter and end with a full stop. 

 Spells some common and/or high frequency words correctly. Uses some known letter patterns. 

 Use descriptive, precise language (adjectives, adverbs). 

 Write simple and compound sentences. 



 

 

 

 

Typical things a student in Kindy and Pre-Primary demonstrates: 

 

Students will start to: 

 Retell simple stories with some detail.  

 Tell simple stories that are prompted by pictures.  

 Recognise the elements of simple narrative: beginning (including the characters and setting), compli-

cation and conclusion.  

 Use some adjectives to provide some simple description and to develop their characters and setting.  

 Make connections between their characters and setting.  

 Use a variety of nouns and verbs. 

 Use simple connectives to develop time order (first, then, next, last).  

 Maintain tense throughout telling.  

 Speak in complete sentences. 

 Use more difficult forms of past tense of common irregular verbs (e.g. catch/caught, think/thought, 

find/found).  


