
East Hamersley Primary School 

Home Learning Ideas 
 

 
Below are lots of simple ways you could be practicing sounds and letters, numbers etc. using lots of things that you might have lying around the home.  
We hope you feel inspired to get creative and you can learn these important skills while having lots of fun too! 
 
How to use the matrix: 

 The matrix has five columns. A Literacy column, a Numeracy column, a Fine Motor column, a Play and Movement column and an Investigations column. 
 Each column has a number of activities that can be completed throughout the week in any order. There is no expectation to complete every single activity. This matrix is 

only a guide to help when needed.  
 Colour or tick each box once you have completed the activity.  
 You are welcome to take photos and share them with your teacher through messages on Class Dojo. If you do not want your photos or videos shared please let your 

teacher know.  
 Have Fun    

 

Literacy Numeracy Fine Motor Skills Play and Movement Investigations 
Name Writing 
Explore different ways for your child 
to write their name. Write your name 
on the pavement with chalk, in the 
sand, in shaving foam, with play 
dough etc.  
When writing their name ensure your 
child: 
 Includes all letters in the correct 

order. 
 Uses capital and lower case 

letters correctly. 
 Forms all letters correctly. 
Challenge: Can you spell both your 
first and last name?  

Counting 
Look around the house for things you 
can count (chairs, pillows, spoons 
etc.) Pick one category to count at a 
time. Go around the house counting 
out loud the number of items in that 
category and declare your total.  

One, two, tie my shoe. 
Use this time to teach your child how 
to tie laces. There are lots of fun 
videos and songs online! 
 

Invent Something!  
Think about a new invention. Draw a 
design, gather your materials from 
around your house and create your 
invention.  

Weather Watchers 
Use your 5 senses to observe the 
weather. Draw a picture and record 
the weather each day.  
 

Sound it Out 
We haven’t taught all of our sounds 
yet. If your child tells you what 
sound they hear in a word you can 
show them how to write the 
corresponding letter. For example, 
‘fish’ ask ‘what sounds can you hear 
in fish?’ If your child says ‘f’ ‘i’ ‘sh’ 
show them how to write the sounds.  

Number Writing 
Roll a die (for numbers to 6) or two 
dice (for numbers to 12). If you 
don’t have a dice, use an online dice 
roller. Identify the number of dots 
on your dice and write the matching 
number.  
 
 

Cutting Practise 
Draw dotted lines on paper and 
carefully cut along the line. Draw 
different shapes and lines to cut out 
also. 
Use your cut out paper to make a 
collage or piece of art! 

Build an Obstacle Course 
Think about things around the house 
you can use to jump over, tunnel 
under and skip through to make an 
obstacle course.  

Create Artworks 
Think about items you can use at 
home to create an artwork (painting, 
drawing, sculpture from recycles, 
mosaics, from scrap paper, etc.) 



I Spy  
Beginning Sounds 
Say to your child, ‘I spy with my little 
eye something beginning with … ‘  
Rhyming  
Say to your child, ‘I spy with my little 
eye something rhyming with … ‘  

Sorting 
Help put the washing up away! Sort 
the cutlery, plates, cups and other 
items into matching groups. You 
could also do the same type of 
activity to put some clothes away. 

Tweezers 
Use tweezers or tongs to pick up 
small objects such as pom poms, 
buttons or beads.  

Nature Scavenger Hunt 
 Find 3 kinds of leaves. 
 Find something yellow. 
 Find a bug. 
 Find something round.  
 Find something that smells good.  
 

Experiment with Water 
Think about different ways to 
experiment with water (build a paper 
boat, explore objects that float/sink, 
explore items for pouring and 
collecting, etc.) 

Explore Different Texts  
Look around the house to discover 
different types of texts (recipes, 
maps, newspaper, etc.) and talk 
about what we use them for. If you 
have some recipes, you may like to 
cook something.  

Make a Pattern 
Find objects of the same colour or 
shape (beads, beans, buttons, Lego, 
blocks etc.) that you can use to 
make a pattern. Explore copying a 
pattern, creating a pattern and 
extending on a pattern of varying 
difficulty.  
 

Finger Rhymes and hand clapping 
games 
Incy Wincy Spider, pat-a-cake, Once 
I Caught a Fish Alive, Round and 
Round the Garden Like a teddy Bear 
or any other favourites you know!  

Move your Body 
Think about different ways you can 
move your body (star jumps, side 
gallop, hop, skip etc.) and create a 
fitness workout. 

Cloud Watching 
Go outside and watch the clouds. 
See if you can find shapes, see 
animals or other pictures. You might 
like to draw these or take a photo 
and share with your friends on Dojo. 

Explore a Book 
Ask your child to choose a book and 
read it to them. Talk about the front 
cover, characters, setting and 
events. Ask your child to retell the 
story focusing on beginning, middle 
(problem and solution) and ending. 

Shape Hunt 
Draw some basic shapes on a piece 
of paper (circle, square, rectangle, 
oval, triangle). Look around the house 
and find things to match your 
shapes. Make a tally next to each of 
your shape pictures.  

Paper Basketball 
Use your hands to scrunch up used 
newspaper or scrap paper and throw 
into buckets.  

Use your imagination! 
Think about items around the house 
you might not normally play with 
(plastic cups, rocks, bottle caps, 
etc.) and use your imagination to 
play with them.  

Make a Ramp 
Use cardboard, tape, cushions, pipe 
etc. to make ramps for toy cars. 
Think about using different materials 
to see how it effects how far the 
cars go. 

 

 


